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N ES Eo Hen 7 conſider the manifold fa- 
\& W. { ours and courteſftes that 7 have 
SAN found at your bands, F am ready 
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to ſay untomy ſelfe, as Ruth ſaid 
once to Boaz, Ruth 2,10. Qua- 
re inveni gratiam ? Why have 7 found grace 
in your eyes , that you ſhould take knowledge of me, 
ſeeing F ama ſlranger * For mine owne part F 
can impute it tonotbing, but unto Gods goodneſſe, 
and your owne worthineſſe : And my onely ambi- 


tion ts tomake you this acknowledgement that the : 
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world may ſee,though 7 am poore, F am thankefult | 

' No as Toab wiſht to David in another cafe, > | * 
Sam.24+3. ſo wiſh 7 to you,, The Lord God add 
unto your eſtate how much ſoever it be, an hundred 
fold, and'that your eyes may ſee it, and your heart | 
may rejoyce in it all the dayes-of your life. 


Thus prayes 


Your pooreunworthy: 


Friend.,, 


Foun Gor. 
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TJaMEs 5. 17,18. 


Elias w4s 4 man ſubject to like paſſions as wee are, and 
hee prayed earneſtly that it might not raine, audit 
rained not on the earth by the ſpace of three yeares 
and ſixe moneths, And hee prayed againe, and 
the heavens gave raine, and the earth brought forth 


ber fruit. 


wa Heſumme and drift of this Text 
isto ſer forth the efficacie,or ra- 
ther omnipotency of carneſt* 
and fervent Prayer. Theie be 
twograces of God in man, that 
may juſtly be rermed Omnipo- 
==) tcnt or Almighty graces; God 
himſelfe being pleaſed to ſhew his Almighty pow 
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and goodneſſe inthem, and they are Faith and Pray- 
er. 1. Forthe firſt, 44at. 15.28. © woman great s 
thy faith, bee it unto thee cyen 4s thou wilt, \Whata 
large unlimitted Grant and Patent was this fora 
poore ſinner to aske what ſhe woule, and have pro. 
miſe of acceptance. Atark,s. 23. To him that belee- 
wveth Fobines are poſi;ble, Looke what a belceyer 
cannot doe himſelte, God himſelfe will doc it for 
him, and yetit ſhalbe accounted as his atand deed. 
Phil.4. 13. I can doe all things through Chriſt that 
 ſtrenztheneth me - Not meaning that hee could doe 
all chings in generall and at large, as to walke onthe 
waters,flye inthe ayre, &c. but all things that be-, 
longed to his calling, allthings that concerned his 
Miniſtery, and all things that pertained to the right 
way of pleaſing God and of ſaving his owne ſoule: 
He could pray well, Preach well, live well; he could 
want and he could abound, hecould conforme and 
apply himſelfe to all cſtates whatſoever : All this 
heecould doe, not by any power or ability of his 
owne, but by the ſtrengthning grace, and faith,and 
vertue of Teſus Chriſt, ( / can doe all things through 
Chriſt that ſlrengthneth me.) As on the contrary, our 
Saviour ſaith of himſelfe, Mark.6.5. that he could 
doe nothing worth ſpeaking of in his owne Coun- 
try, vt piay Ivayur, mg mig ty worke, no worke of 
wonder (in reſpe& of what he could have done)on- 
ly becauſe of their unbeleife : and marke,that it isnot 
| ſaid, He would do no ſuch workes there, but «ivr, 
He could not doethem : not that Chriſt was unaVle. 
for want of power, but hee ſaw it was unavaileable 
through their lacke of faith. Forthe power of God, 
- "a 
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and thefaith of men, are like the ſpirits and the fj- 
reweSin the body,;the one mooves, and ſtirres, and 
workes within the other ; ifthere be no faith inus, 
there can be no expectation of. any. power or any 
helpe from God. 

2. The other omnipotent grace is Pr4yer;and that 
you may be aſſured it isſo, marke but that exprefſi- 
on, Exed.32.10, Let-me alone (faith God to Moſes) 
that I may conſume them,and I will make of thee a great 
Nation. Whata word wasthis to come from the: 
mouth of Almighty God, to bid a poore weake 
creature, let him alone: it ſhewes that Moſes by his. 
prayerdid even (as it were) over-power the Lord, 
that the Lord had not the power to revenge him- 
felfe onthat provoking people, as long as M ofes in- 
terceded forthem, 

Such a powerfull man with God was E//ab here 
inmy text: His mouth (as a Fatherlaith) was Fre- 
»um Cali, the very bridle of Heaven; he could even: 
rule the heavens with his-prayers, as a manrules a. 
horſe witha bridle : Now leaſt you ſhould thinke: 
he did thus prevaile with God, rather bythe privi- 
ledge of his perſon, than by the vertue of his pray- 
ers, The Apoſtle tells us for that, he waS-5ycrm3is he 
was a man ſubjett to the ſame paſſions that we are, and 
yet his prayer tooke ſuch good effeR. (E/iah was a 
man ſatj er, orc.) | 

In my text thereare twogenerall pojnts to bee 
conſidered. 1. The condition and'quality of Z /iahs: 
perſon, [ Hewas amas ſubject to like paſsions as wee 
are ] 2. The condition and quality of his prayer; 
that like a two-edged ſword, it cat both wayes, and 
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prevailed in both kindes; both to bring a judge- 
ment, and to bring a bleſſing upon the people. His * 


firſt prayer like a burning teaver entred into the 


bowels of the earth, and ſcorcht and dryecd up the - 
Rivers and Lakes,and Springs, and leftne moiſture _ 


inthem; andſo brought a judgement of drought and 
dearth upon the land. His ſecond prayer weat up 


into the clouds above, and fetchtan gg. Hoya a | 
heaven.dropping dew, a happy and a heavenly raine / 


that moyſtned and fatned, and refreſhed the earth 
againe [He prayed ag tine, and the heavens gave raine, 


and the earth brought forth her frutt. 
I» Thecondicion and quality of E/:4hs perſon, 


what manner of man Eljah was 2 My Text ſaith hee 


was %oromlc, A man ſubject tothe ſame paſſions, to_ 
the ſame frailties and infirmities that we are, Hence 
you may obſerve, that no profeſſion of holineſle, * 
no pratiſe of piety,no degree of grace and {andifi- - 
cation in this life,can exempt, or free, or priviledge }F 


a man from common paſſons, and infirmities, Eliah 
was a man of God, a mortified and a ſandtified man, 


and one of the greateſt favourites in the Court of 1 


heaven, and yet a man ſubject to paſſions. What 
ſhall T neede to multiply examples to proove this 
point, when wee know the Apoſtle affirmeth even 


of our Saviour himſelfe, That hee was in at things 


like nnto us ſinne onely exceptca « ſer but finne aſide 
(whercofhis bleſſed perſon was uncapable, for as 
no ruſt cantake hold of burning and flaming iron 
no more could any fin or corruptiontake hold of his 
pure and precious ſole) fer but tharalide, and our 
Saviour C hriſt was (as E/zahis ſaid to be) #4417245 4 

man 
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man ſubject to the very ſame infirmitiesand paſſions, of 
anger,and feare, and.ſorrow, - and ſadnefle,zhat wee 
are: and happy was itfor us that fo he-was z .for by 
this meanes he became (as the Apoſtle ſaith, Heb.z. 
I7- A mercifull High-Prieft,) one that knew how 
to tender and ſuccour our infirmities, becauſe him- 
ſelfe hada feeling ofthem in his owne nature. This 
made him.ſo tenderly affected towards the hungry 

' multitude, Mar. 15. becauſe himſelfe knew by his 
owne experience whatan unſufferable miſery hun- 
gerwas. This made him ſo compaſſionate towards 
the ſorrowes.of cHaryand Martha, 1ohn 11, be- 
cauſe himlſelfe was Yr dolorum, a man acquainted 
with griefe and ſorrow : And ſuch was his compaſſi« 
ontoward Pcter in that ſtate of deſertion wherein 
he lay, Z«ke 22. becauſe himſelfe knew and feltin 
his owneſoule, what a woefull thing it was to be 
forſaken of God. Andthis is the aſſurance which 
the Apoſtle gives us, that wee ſhall obcaine mercy 
and grace from Ileſus Chriſt, to helpe and comfort 
usintime ofneede, Heb. 4. 16. becauſe -himſelfe 
had a feeling ofthe ſame infirmities, and was a man 
ſubje@ tothe ſame paſſions that wee our ſelves are, 
{inne onely excepted. | 

Ina word then,as there is no Roſe ſince theCrea- 

tion, but hath his prickles, as well as his ſweete 
leaves; ſothere is no» man living fince the fall of 
Adam, (except our Saviour forementioned, whe 
was 2*4»9vew7@ Godand man both) but hath his pal- 
fionsas well as his perfeRions, his infirmities as well 
as his graces. AS Cyril obſerves, there isno Rocke 


of.ſtone ſo hard, but hath ſame crackes, ſome _ 
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and feames in it, whercat weedes ſpring out and 


grow : ſothere isno-mans heart ſo ſan@ified and 
Glled with grace, but hath ſome crackes, ſome flawey 


init, whereat his finnes and corruptions ſprout and: 


iffue out, to hisnoſmall regret and greife. Andas 
we ſee by experience, that there is ch:ffe about eve- 
ry corne inthe field, and bitterneſſe inevery branch: 
of Wormewood, and ſaltneſſe in every drop of wa. 
ter inthe Sea - ſo is there infirmity and frajlty, cor. 
ruption and paſſion in RP man, woman, and child, 
of what eſtate, of what degree, of what profeſſ» 
on ſoever. Eliah was a holy man, a zealous 
man, amanof God,. and yet «man ſnbjeit to paſ- 
TL | 
: Letno mantherefore be too forward or: too ſe- 
vere incenſuring and condemning the follies and: 


frailties,the weakeneſles and paſſions of godly men, 
or ofthe men of God, (ſuch as-E/:ab was) for alas, | 
they are-i#0--=Xis ſubjeR to the ſame paſhons that-. | 


other men are, So/omoy telsus,Pro.27,19, That as in 
' water, face anſwereth to face, ſb doththe heart of may 
tomman, A manthat lookes intothe water, or intoa 
um ſee a face there inall poiats anſwering to- 
is owne,the ſame ſpots, the ſame warts, the ſame: 
wrinklesand blemiſhes that he ſees inthe face in the 
water; they areall the very ſame in his owne face, 
there is face anſwering to face, ſodoth the heart of 
manto man; the ſameevils, theſamecorruptions, 
laſts and fins, that thou ſeeſtinanother-mans heart,. 
breaking out into his life, the very ſelfe-ſame arein: 
thy.owne heart ; hisheartto thine is but as a face 
anſwering to a face in the. water. Obſerve _— 
POITIES: 
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oftles demand, x Cor. 4.7. and apply it tothy ſeife 
. Jaxgive ? ho makes thee to differ fi, yer man? 
For by nature all are alike, all equally devoid ofſpi- 
ritual grace and goodnefle, and all equally prone to 
ſinne and wickedneſſe: how comes itto paſſe then, 
that one mandiffers from another, that one is holy, 
blamelefſe, and undefiled in his way ; another li- 
centious and looſe, and ſpotted with the world ? 
Anſwer, ſt is not any thing in nature {beleeve that 
for atruth) but meerely that ſame Gratia diſcrimi- 
nans (as Divines callit) that diftineniſhing Grace of 
God, it is that which makes the difference betwixt 
one manand another. Let no man thereforeaſcribe 
thing to himſelfe for his freedome from great 
es, but give God the glory of his grace which 
had made him todiffer from the greateſt finner, and 
ifat any time, thou ſceſt another man breake our 
into paſſion, or miſcarry in his way by ſome ilf 
temptation ; reprove him in Gods name; and pray 
for him when thou haſt done, and withall, refle& 
upon thy ſelfe, and ſay,as Plato did, Num ego tals 
uſpiam® Amnottſuch a one? Havenor Ibeene, or 
may not I beas vile and as vicious as hee? Be not 
thereforetoocenforiors nor too ſapercilious(as the 
manner of fome is) bur incline rather to thinkeeve- 
man better, than to thinke any man worſe than 
y ſelfe : if thou ſceſt thy brother overtaken in « 
fault, doethenas the Apoſtle adviſeth thee, Gal. 
6.1, wre;nite! reſtore him with the ſpirit of meckeneſſe, 
or ' ( aSthe word fignifieth) bind him up gently and 
lovingly, asa Chirurgian doth a bone that isout of 
joynt; Conſidering thy ſelfe (ſaith hee) leaſt thow 
G 2 alſo 
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alſabe tempted, conſidering (I ay) thatthou art; as, - 
heis,. andall menare,as-Ej4ah was *«wmmMH;,ro0 like 
oneanotherin that. which is naught, all ſubje@ to: 
the ſame paſſions;. A(asthe Apoſtle faith) ſhat ap. 
under finne, And pray God of his goodneſle have | 
mercy onus all, Amen... - | 

Againe, the conſiderationofthis, if it berightly, 
. conceived, may ſerve for a comfort and a ſtay un. 
to ſuch tender conſciences as have ſinned of infir- 
mity, and like Moſes intheir baſte, have ſpokenun- 
adviſedly with their lips, not being able for the 
time to over. rule and bridle their paſſtons.It is ſome 
comfort- to conſider, that' the greateſt Saints of. | 
God have ſometimes beene of the ſame temper; 
yea there is not aſoule in heaven ( the-ſoule of {cſus: 
Chriſt onely.cxcepted') but hath: beene ſometimes; 
ſubjetrto the very ſame paſſions. And / ſaid, Thi is 
my infirmity ({aith the Pſalmiſt) Pſal.77. 10, butt 
remember the. yeares of the right hand of the moſ 
High. i. 1conſiderand call to minde- that Godin 
former times, and inthe: dayes- of- old; hath -had 
compaſſion upon theiſame infirmities in other men; 
and why ſhould Imiſdoubt (he-being ſtillthe ſame 
compaſſionate. God ) but-thathee will have pity: - 
and. compaſſion upon the ſame in&rmities in me. But 
ſome man may ſay : . How ſhall-I know and be aſſu- 
red that my finnesare ſinnes'of infirmity, ſuch as - 
God will winke at z and not-rather finnes- of pre- 
ſumption and iniquity, ſuch as'his ſoule abhorres ? 
Anſwer, A finne of infirmity may be knowne.two 
WAYES.... | | 

1« Bytheantecedent which goes -befcreit; and 

that.: 


—2 00 DB O Us 


” » == ow 


_— 


_—— 
# 


—— Rd 


not to finne-as occaſion ſh 


A Summer Sermon. 2 


thatisan honeſt reſolution of a mans heart againſt 
ſinne andevill, when a mandoth ſtedfaſtly reſolve: 
(by theaſſiſtance and- grace of God) to ſeparate 
himſclfe from every knowne finne, and to ſanifie 
himſelfe inall holy duty: and obedience toGaed, 
ſtriving by a holy deſire and an hearty endeayour,in 
nothing willingly to ſinneagainſt God, .but incye- 
ry thingtopleaſe him and approove himſelfe unto 
him: itſucha man charce to fall by occafion into - 
a-fault, or be overtaken unawares (as the Apoſtle 
ſpeakes, Gal. 6.1.) befides the purpoſe of his heart, 
and the-intentionand-defire of his ſoule ; that mans - 
ſmnes, are ſinnes of infirmity, whichbythe mercy. 
of God ſhall never be laid to his charge. Contrart- 
ly, whena man ſhall havg. i» equil:brio, in an even 
ballance ( asit were) - betwixt wickedneſſe and- 
goodnefle, and-ſhall be oquaily diſpoſed tofinne or: 
all offerit ſelfe z orwhich-' 
is worſe, ſhall doe like him,Pſal.36. 4+ ſhall ſet, and 
ſettle himſelfe ina way that is: not good, reſolving; 
with himſclfe, that this ſinne-fits my turne, and- 


. pleaſeth my humour, and I will not partwith it: or 


which is worſt ofal], when a man ſhall draw iniqui-' 
ty with cords of vanity (as the Prophet ſpeaketh)as-+ 
ifthedevill were backeward, and: finne would not. 
come faſt cnough upon him of its ozvne accord; . 
ſhall ſh and angle for it, and hunt after ill compa= 
ny. and draw-himſelfe and others into-finge,as Fiſh: * 
and' Fowles are drawne into a net, to their ruine and: 
deſtruction; this mans {innes are farre beyond the- 


finne of infirmity, for they are ſinves of: iniquity, ; 
and fitines of obſtinacy, and ſuch as wilt coft. him- 
G-3, many,y 
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many a figh,many a groane, many ateare, before e. 
yer he ſhall attaine to this comfortable perſwaſion, 
thatthereis compaſſion with God, and ſalvation 
with Chriſt for his ſoule. | 

..-2+ Aſinne of infirmity is knowne by:the conſe- 
.quents of it, or that which followes afcerir: it leaves 
{ucha ſting behind it in the foule, that a man can 
never beatquiet in his owne conſcience,till he hath 
made his -peace with God by a ſound and ſerious 
humiliation, and reconciled himſelfe againe to Ie- 
ſus Chriſt, Yea, it xever leavesa man, tillithath 
brought himtothat ſame 4y«14+%7=,, that Indigna- 
zion which the Apollle ſpeakes of, 2Cor.7.11. that 


2 man ſhall evenfret and vexe and faH out with him-: 


ſelfe for oh and provoking ſo good, ſograci- 
ous a God. It will nfake a man upbraid himſelfe for 
a very beaſt and a foole (as David did, P/al.73.) So 
ienorant was land ſo fooliſh, even as a beaſt before thee, 
Kad it is a ſure rule, that of Saint 4wguſtize ;_ Pecca- 
i4 non nocent, ſingn placent ; if a mans fiunes doe not 
pleaſe __ will never hart him, Whereas onthe 
contrary, when a mancan carry away his ſinnes as 
lightly as Sampſox carryedthe gates of TH 224, that 
they are no burthen to his ſoule z or ifthey doe be. 
pinoe to trouble him, ſhall doe as 8a! did, betake 
Himſelfeto muficke and ſport, and merry company 
rodriveitaway (asif one ſinne could drive out ano- 
ther, and not rather drive it furtherin: ) beleeve 
it, this mans ſinnes are no finnes of infirmity, but 
= are finnes of an higher nature, and ſuch as will: 
coſta mandeareere he can be acquitted of themin 
the fight of God. And this 1 dare confidently af- 


firme, 
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firme, that there is no man that finnes of infirmity, 
but he isafterward the better for his finn? z it makes 
him the more jealous ofhimſelfe, rhe more watch. 
full over his wayes, the more carefull to ſerve and 
pleaſe God,thanever he had beene in former times. 
Whereupon ſaith Saint .4#ſf;z», uponthoſe words: 
ofthe Apoſtle, Aew.8. Omnia cooperantar, ec. All 
things worke together for good tothem that love God, 
Etiam pecata Domine, Even our very finnes O Lord; 
for by finne wee have experience of our infirmity,, 
our infirmity bringsus downeto humility, humility” 
brings us home to God, and in God every man hath: 
his quicrs eſt, ahappy diſcharge from all his fins. 
This being done, one thing onely- remaines, and 
that is this:z A man that hath ſinned of infirmity, - 
will labour to bring ferth that ſame wew <Zw which: 


 #ohn Baptiſt ſpeakes of, Mat. 3.8. The worthy fruites 


of repentance, for youmoſt know, that repentance: 
is one thing, and the fruit of repentance is another ;- 
it is notenoughto repent, and be ſorry for what a 
man hath done. ( ſo did 71udas,;.fo did 4446) buthec 
muſt honeſtly and unfainedly endeavour! to bring. 
forththe fruicof repentance, and tharis the refor- 
mation and alteration of his life, and converſation: 
iathe fight of God and men. If it bethus with thee, 
take comfort (in Gods'name) from this comforta- 
ble Doctrine,that thouart no otherthen ia was, 
aman ſubje@topaſſion. 

It followes; Eliahwas a man ſubjet# to paſions,. 
yet he prayed, Hence we may learne, nevertobe ſo 
dejected atthe view of our frailties and imperfeQi- 
ons, asto forbeare our reſorting to God-in a_ 

OF: 
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For no man living hath ſo-much neede to pray to | 
God, as a manſubjet topaſſions. It was one part | 
of $9/omens requeſtto God, 2 Chron. 6. 29. When 
any one ſhall perceive and feele bis owne ſore, his owne 
zriefe, and the Plague of his owne heart (as he ter- 
meth a mans owne corruption) what ſhall het doe ? 
Shall bedeſpaire, ſhall hee be driven backe from 
God (as 7ordanwas driven backe at the:preſence of 
the .arke) no, let him doe this; let-him downe 
upon his knees to God, and ſpread forth his hands 
to Heaven, andthe Lord which dwelleth in Hea- 
ven will heare him, and when he heares, have mer- 
cy. It wasanamaxed and unadviled prayer, that of 
Sim0nto our Saviour, Luke 5.8. when hee cryed 
out, Lord goe from me, for Tama ſinfull man ; asif 
2 Patient ſhould ſay tothe Phyſitian, depart from 
mee, forlam ficke. Theſickeraman is, the moxe 
.ncedehe hath ofthe Pbyſfitians preſence ; and the 
fiafuller heis,: the more neede to draw neere to his 
Saviour: asa manthat ſbivers of an Ague creepes 
. nearer and-nearer tothe fire. You know our Savi- 
. ours gracious call, Comennto me all ye that are weary 
and heavy laden, and 1 will eaſe you. Now ( as. Saint 
Bernard ſaith, jevery Chriſtianis:Animal oneriferum, 
4 burden-bearing creatureznota Chriſtianupon earth 
butbath ſomecroſle or otherto clogge him, ſome 
corruption or other to burthen him at times, and 
lies heavy upon his heart ; what then isto be done? 
Shall hee lye downe like 1fachr, and couch be- 
tweenc his burthen © Shall hee be diſhearrened and 
diſcouraged from reſorting and approaching to 
God : God forbid ; let him in Gods name come - 
Jeſus 
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Teſs Chriſt that cals him, wichteares in his eyes, 
with true grieſe and godly ſorrow .in his heart, with 
humble confeſhions and prayers in his mouth 5 and 
he hath promiſed iz verbs ſervators, in the word 
ofa Saviour, that he willreleaſe and eaſe him ofir, 
One thing I muſt tell chee- by the way, when thou 
prayeſt to Chriſt tor eaſe, thou muſt promiſe him 
obedienceand ſervice; as the lfraclites did to Rhe- 
hoboam, 1 Reg.12. Eaſe us of onr burthen, and we will 
be thy ſervants for ever, Thus doe, and then letthy 


- burthen be never ſo great, thy corruptions never 


ſo many, thy paſſions never ſo ſtrong ; Hee that 


- could calmethe ſea, cancalme thy ſorrowes, and 


fpeake peace unto thy ſouleinthe midft of all thy 
troubles,and therefore, if atany time 6/6 paſſions 
be ſtirred, and thy heart diſquieted within thee ; 
know of a ſurety, that, there is ſome 79x44 that 
hath raiſed this ſtorme, ſome finne or otherthar 
hath cauſed this trouble to thy ſoule; then fallto 
thy prayers(as E/zabdid) and give God no reft, till 
God hathgivenreſt to thy ſoule. - El:4h was a mar 
ſubjeR to paſſions, and he prayed, 
> Itfollowes, Howdid he pray,? My Text ſaith,he 
prayed earneſtly,nthe Originall it is,veo7way acoge/fun | 
1n prayiag he prayed, or, heprayeda prayer,wetran- 
Mare it, He preycdearneſtly, and it is to very good 
purpoſe; for it impliesthus much : that no prayer 
isa prayer.indeede, but an. earneft Prayer Cold 
and careleſſe prayers, : counterfeitand ſuperſtitious 
prayers, they-be but res #14113, 'in Godsaccount no 
prayers atall. I wiltgive you an inſtance, | AG. 9. 
11. When Pau! was converted and ſtricken with 
H blind- 


7h 2 Super Sermon. 
_ blindneffe, Almighty God ſent: _{n2»7/a8 to hii 
to lay his hands upon him, and- to recover-him.of 
his fight ; now leaſt he ſhould miſtake the man, and: 
lay his hands upona wrong party, God gives him. 
this private token toknow him by, forbehold bepraps 
e&th. Now let mee demand, doe you thinke that 
Saint Pa»/never prayed to God till. that time © ox: 
doc you imaginethat was the firſt prayer that ever 
Saiht Pa#/made © It isthefirſt wee reade of; bur 
doeyouthinke hee never prayed before ? Theleeve 
hedid maty atime and oft; and Iwill give you my: 
teaſon - Saint P#/(you know-) was a Phariſce, one: 
of the ſtricteſt anddevouteRt of all the Sea.ras hee 
teſtifies ofhimſelfe ): and the Phariſees, you know, 
were _ given to long praying ; it wastheir 
plory atid theirgaine too;thatthey could make long: 


pg Sinevery place; inthe open ſtreetes, in wid-- 
Wes $ ;- ad no doubt bur Saint Pau! had as. 
excellenta. that way, and could pray as-long 
and -aslargely asthe beſt ofthemal! :. buefee the il. 
ſve - Almighty God, who ſtiles himſelfe the hea- 
rer of prayers, gavenocare, tooke no notice of alli 
his formall, Pharifeteall,  lypocriticall: prayers,. 
which he had made in former times;till hee came: 
tothis humble, this earneſt; this-heart-breaking: 
prayer; And now(ſaich God) Behold he prayerh; he 
never prayed indeed, tilt now. : for as-?241l0-faich: 
well ; God doth not nwmerare, but porderare; mot 
asmber onr prayers but weighthem; if-hefindethem 
cordiall, if hee finde them hearty, that they have 
ſome fubſtance; and ſome weight in them, then he- 
records and regiſters and ſets them downe , _ 
00 
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| booke of remembrance which the Prophet ſpe 


of, Ma/.3.16. Itotherwiſe,they bedull and heart« 


Heſſe, lazyand ſpiritefſe, God dothby themashe 


doth by our finnes of ignorance, 4@#. 17. z0.vmeidew 
winke acthem, paſſe _ take nonotice of themg 
ler no mantherefore deceive himſelfe to thinke that 
all kinde of praying ſpeedes alike, for no prayerisa 
prayerin Gods account, but an carneft prayer. Eliah 
prayed a prayer, becauſe he prayed earneſtly. 
Furthermore, it is worth your _—_— toſce the 
conſtant diſpoſition of this holy man. Z /;ah was well 
knowne to bee a hot ſpirited man inall his ations, 
excceding zealous andcarneſt inall his reprehenfi- 
ons, both ef the King, and of the people. Now 
here you may obſerve the equability, the evenneſſe 
of Bliahszeale z as he was earneſtinhis reprehenſi- 
ons, ſohewas asecarneſt in his devotions; and as 
zcalovs in his prayers,as he was inhis anger. There 
is many a man hot and fiery in his anger, but cold 
and luke-warme in prayers ; ſuch zeale is never 
right, Gal. 4.18, 1tisg00d 10 be alwayes earneſt in a 
goodthing. ©5%, isthe word to be hot and fiery, 
and zealouſly affeted in one good _ as well as 
another, indevotion, as well as reprehenfion, in 
prayer, as wellasinanger. When a mans zeale is 
cquable (like E/74hs) thenitis right and pleafing to 
God. 
As Phyſfitians judge ofthe ſtate of a mans bocy, 
F niverſalia ſalataria, particularia ex movbo; as thus: 
ifa manbe hot inone part and cold in another; ifthe 
ome of hishands burne, and the ſoles of hisfeete 
c key-cold;then all is not right 5 but if hebeefan 
H 3 indiffe- 
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indifferent Equall heate all over, that held agood 
ſigne of healthinthe body. By the like rule- 
judge thou of the tate of thy.ſoule, if thy zeale be 
equable anduniforme both in praycr and in anger,, 
it 15-a good {igne of grace and: ſanRification in thy 
heart; butif it vary and differ, that there is-too- 
much heate inthe one, too little in the. other; all is: 
not well within. It was the reaſon wi:ichold Father 
Latimer gave, why men in theſe dayesdoenot pre- 
vaile with God in their prayers, . as: E/i4h and fuch: 
others had done in former times, Deeft 12x ( ſaith: 
he ) deeft ignw,. There lackes fire, there lackes fires 
his meaning is,. 'our prayers wam. that zeale, that 
heate, . that earnefthefle, which they put intotheirs, 
Foras inc<nſe without-fire-yeeldsno ſmell, no more 
doth prayer withont zeale and carneſtnefle;. and as. 
Hony is ne Hony, if it have loſt its ſweetneſle ; and: 
Vinegaris no Vinegar, if it have loft its ſharpeneſſe, 
ſo Prayer is no Prayer,. if it bee voide of carneſt- 
neſſe. . Zliah.prayed indecede, becauſe hce prayed 
earneſtly. 

Now Icome to the ſubjet, and matter of his 
Prayer whiclt(I told you) was firſt fora judgement, 
andthen for a bleſſing, firſt for a drought, andthen 
for raine, as it followeth. Hee prayed earneſtly that it 
might not raine,andit rained not on the earth by the 
ſpace of threeyeares and ſixe moneths, Here are two 
weighty points to be conſidered. 1, What ſhould 
moove E/iah to pray fora judgement. 2: . Why he 
made choiſe to pray forthis kinde of judgement, of 
drought and dearth, ratherthen for any other, I will 
tell you my opinion of both... | 51" 
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. x. Vpon what ground, or by what warrantdid 
Eliah pray fora  c— Saint Pawl ( inmy.con- 
ccit.): ſeemestotaxc him forit, Rom.11. 2. and he 
brings itin with a noranudem, . wore ye not{z.Ydoe ye 
not marke and obſerve what-the Scripture ſaith of 
Eliah, how he made interceſſion to God againſt 1ſraeh, 
Good men in former times were wont ro make in- 
terceſhonto God For the people, not 4g4inſt theme 
eAbrabamprayed for the wicked Sodomites, Jeremy 
prayed for the 1dolatrous 1ſraelites, till God ſorbad 
him, and gave him a countermand, Pray n0 more for 
thi people, for Iwih not hearethee, Ter.11.14. The 
Husbandman inthe Parableentreates his Maſter for 
the unfruitfull tree, that he would ſpare it-and not 
cut it downe, and doth E//4h differ from allthe reſt, 
and bend his prayers againſt the people, and pray 
for the vexation and undoing of his Country 2 Hor 
could this ſtand with that good Religion, anatha 
good affetion which ſoholy:a man ſhould beareto. 
wardsthe people of God ? Anſwer. Three things 
there are (in my weake judgement) that may ſeeme 
to warrant and beare. out E1ja/ in praying for a 
judgement. - 

1. Authoritas ' Propbetica, Prophets might doc 
more thenordinary perſfois, and E/i4h-had the ſpi- 
rit of Prophefic, and knew by revelation from God, 
that ſuch a judgement was a comming, therefore 
he might the more warrantably and unoffenfively 
frame his deſires to Godsappointments, and fit his - 
prayers to Godspurpolſes, Thus muft we conceive 
of thoſe bittcr execrationsand imprecations where- 
with D4w4d did ſo often- inthe Plalmes curſe and ' 

| H 3. banne- 
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_ baane his enemies, [Let their Table be their ſuare' | 
Itt their children be vagabondes andbegge their bread 
.&c.] A man-would thinke it.could not Rand with 
the piety andcharity ofa godly man, to with ſuch 
wickedevents, ſuch uncharitable wiſhes to proceed 
. ont of his mouth - but onely that we know, he was 
a Prophet of God, anddid it per afflatum divinum, 
by the direttion ant inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt z he 
knew by the ſpirit of Propheſic, they were ſuch as 
were nocurkel of God, being Gods cnemiesas well 
23S his, and therefore might the more warrantably 
and ſafely doe it. It is notfor us to uſe Davids cur- 
ſes, unlefſe we had Davids ſpirit. David and E1;ah 
had thatgift which the Apoſtle cals Nangiory T.tvudmey | 
the diſterning ſpirits; they knew by inſtint from 
heaven, who were bleſſed and who were curſed of 
God. It isnotſo with us, God hath hid thoſe ſe. 
crets from oureyes, and thereforeit is our partand | 
.dutytopray in love and charity, That God world 
have mercy upon all men. 

But whatuſe thenare weto make of thoſe curſes 
inthe Pſalmes thatare read ſoofrentous? Anſwer, 
'Thus we may doe, we may apply them.to the ene- 
.mics of the Church, that ſeeke the ruine of the true 
Religion, and profeflc an open enmity tos the Goſ- 
pel andfaith of Teſus Chrift{ Who is God bleſſed for 
.ever)we may ſafely take our Saviours part,and curſe 
allchoſe thatare enemies to him : [$9 /et all thy exc. 
'mies periſh,0 Lord, i#d.5.31.7] But for our ownee- 
acales, that have done us ſome private wrong, or 
bare us ſome ſecret grudge, to curſe them and ban 
them in this kinde (as the uſuall manner of ſome is) 
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iisboth unwarrantable, uncharitable, and unped-- 
ly. Butthebeſt and ſafeſt uſe, that we can make of 
thoſe curſes, - is to appropriate and apply them to © | 
our ſelves, to acknowledge and adjudge our ſelves * 
worthy to undergoe allthoſe deadly evils, and that 
God may juſtly doe ſo ; and more than ſountous, 
it hee ſhould deale with us according to our finnes 
by this meancs we ſhall ſave God a labour, and our: 
ſelvesa paine. For as onthe contrary, to bleſſeour 
ſelves is the way-to make God curſe us, Dext.. 29. 
20, Hee that bleſſeth himſelfe when hee heareth the 
words of theſecurſes, ſaying, I ſhall have peace though 
Iwalke in the imagination of my owne heart, addin 
drankenneſſe to thirſt. (marke what followes) The 
Lord will be revenzed npomthe ſoule of ſuch aone, his 
anger and his jealonfie ſhall ſmoke againſt that man,and. 
all the curſes that are written in Fn booke ſhalt light 
upon him, aud the Lord ſhall blot out his name from- 
under Heaven, Thisa mangets by. bleſſing of him= 
ſelfe : whereasif thouwouldft be bleſt of God, T 
doe not ſay, that thou ſhouldſt curſethy ſelfe(farre 
be it from any fervant of Chriſt foro dee) but this - 
I would adviſe theeto doe, even with a forrowfull ! 
and a ſad heart, toſay 4mentoallthe curſesinthe - 
Booke of God, to acknowledge and" confeffe that 
thou haſt juſtly deſerved, . andthatitis'Gods onely - 
mercy that thou haſt eſcaped them. So-much for - 
the firſt reaſonthat may warrant £/z«4s prayer ; the : 
next may be this; | 
2. Convenientia temporis, the fitnefle and order - 
of time whenthis was done; it was done in thetime - 
ofthe. Lon SER rn 2s 
cy, 
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they were then accuſtomed to more terrible wor 
ders, than arenow ſutable tothe ſweete and ſaving 
- time ofthe Goſpel; .obſervethe wonders that 440. 
ſes wrought in Egype, whatterrible, what hurtfull, 
-what miſchievous wonders they were, heturned all 
their water into blood, all their duſt-into Lice, and 
ſpoyled all the fruits of the earth, and undid the - 
whole Land. Wharta dreadfultl wonder was that 
of Elifha,z Reg.2,whenhe curſed the children of Be- 
thel,that mocked him for his baldacfſe: One would 
have thought thatalittlediſcipline,a lirtle correRi.. 
ON, or ſendin to.their Parents or Maſters, would 
have -ſufficed, and :beene- a ſufficient revenge for 
-waggifh unhappy boyes, that did not know their | 
duty toa manof God: but hee lookes upon them 
with a direfull countenance, and c#r/ed and banned 
ghem'in the name of the Lord, and immediately two 
S$hee-btaresgame out df theWood, and tare two and fore 
#y of them in pieces: what.a horrible, what a terri- 
ble, what a miſcheivous wonderwas this? Of the 
ſame kind was that of Zliah, 2 Reg. 1. When the 
Captaine came with authority, to bid him come 
,downe, andcome heforethe King ; he might have 
anſwered, Icannot.come, or the Lord appointed 
me ſome other way rogoe, &c. butthenext word 
we heare, isaword of ludgement and Vengeance, 
If The 4:man of God, let fire come downe from heaven, 
and conſume thee,and thy company: and ſoit did both 
them, and the reſt thatcame after-onthe ſame meſ- 
tage. Such wonders as theſe were uſuall.in the time 
.of the Law. Butnowlooke to the Miracles and 
Wonders of our Saviour in the Goſpell, and - 
pool ſhall 
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ſhallfnde themto beef another nature, all ofgoed 


. 


healing Miracles, no way hurtfull or deftructiveof 
any mans life. Weread of many amans life that he 
ſaved, many thathee recalled and reſtored, none 
thathedcſiroyed,' no not one: being ſo reviledas 


.he was, ſo perſecuted, ſolaid for, ſobctrayed,ap- 


prehended,.:condemned and crucified ;-yet what 


one mandid our Saviour ſtrike dead for all theſe 


haynous indignities? Nay,he was ſo farre from re- 

venge, thathe prayed for their lives that ſoughtand 

wrovghthisdeath. | T9OETON AE] 
The moſiterrible wonders that ever our Saviour 


- -did, were but two, and thoſe no wayes prejudici- 
,oustothe perſon or life of any man, woman,.or 


-childe. The one was his car ovg and _—_ of the 
barren. Figge-treez: and this was -but ſymbolicall, 
not done in any ſpleene tothe-poore- tree 3-but one- 
Iy to ſhew his indignation againſt all unfruitfull pro- 
teſſion z when men make an outward ſhew of piety 
to God ; but whenthe poore and hungry cometo 
them ( as Chriſt came to that Figge-tree)) hoping 
topull ſome fruite of charityand mercy from them, 


|  there-is nothing to befeund but leaves, good words 


perhaps, andthbatisall: belecve it, ſuch men are 
nigh unto-curſing, and it is. Gods infinite mercy, if 
he doenot blaſt their eftate-(as Chriſt did the Fig- 


tree) that it ſhall neverproſper - tothem nor-theirs. 


The other wonder of Chriſt that did any hurt, was 
that, Harth 8.7 be drowning of the Swine, andyet 
that-wes thedevils doing, .Cbrift onely gave way 
totheſe evillſpirits() hich fecke thedeſtzuRion of 
49 may 
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nefſe and mercy, allmercifull, all beneficiall,; all 
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Coors, nor ſervice a all; oc lady, 2 


Swine) s eherhas barmthwichs fro amtbrien.. 


oor Ws pan ular can 


Alt. boggith. and miſerable mucke- | 5 © 


Theſe are the two fevereſt wonders that ever our 1 
Seviourdid, or ſufferedto be done; as for all the |. 


reſt (looke inrothe Stories of the Goſpell,, which 
aethe Adsaod Mommnents of lefus Chrift ) 
Hall Gndero beall us, all beneficlll fh 
ing and favi man came ro 
kim: for fight, roms cuoont 74> never any 
caneto hin for _— - App away draft 
Never any cameto himforbealth, that went away 
ficke. Inaword,- you ſhall never findetharever 2- 
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: | and-wee muſt now imitate our Saviour in workes 
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grrmercy; 'thatever wetitaway confounded or dif 
appointed of their hopes Nowbeloved, Chriſt is: 
the ſame" leſus ſtill, rtharchen hee was:  Caltwnes: 
animum (as wee ſay) hee have changed his- 

place, he hath norcha his nacure,: buris ſtill as: 
Dcerabls; aSindulgentto mankind asever he* 
ifwe doe but as truely ſceke umo him forour ſoules- 
health, as they did fortheirbodies; ©» 

So youlee thenature of theſe wonders is-altered: . 
fromthatchey were in Z/i«hs times: the ſeverity: 
ofthe Law ſuitesnotwith the lenity of the Goſpell; 


-. and not follow Z/abin prayers for ju 


ond, Weeſee,. Lake 9. 5 | Whenthe x judges 
on' the Samaritans for. 


entertaining our Savi- 
our;” Maftey, (faith they) wilt tho that we command 


firefrom Heaven, and confume them, as Bliah dide- 


Wee have « prefideneforir, it is a booke cafe, Baus: 
did ſo, letusdoethe like, rheſemen deferveit, as 
bad or warſe than they with whom Zijah to! 
doe : Xe,(fakloue Saviour, the caſe akered wwe, 


he hin of the Coſpt 
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heartroprivate 5 aoran 
was the mhowahar holy and hut 
rit made choife ro 
arecalled Chriſtians, 


3. CN os res, the mar of the thi ”g it felfes 
thatholyProphet had ſpenc: bis ſtrength in vaine; 
ANNIE _ mn tg upon warning, | 

reatning u ; and whenhe ſaw that 
bi erenka pros to goodnefle, then he J 


pgs for a judgement; not ina vindictive wayto | 


uponthem, but as a deſperate my : 
, knowing Tae tha: thator nothing would bring them: to. | 
good, 25it is ſaid, 2 Chron.ult. ' God ſent bis Pro< | 
ound apo [ending ther, and uſedall gen- 


_ 
- s 


then tre ſent deſtruction, 'In this ſence,ifaman have 


a child or a friend, - orany one that he wiſhethwell') 


tohisfoule ;: ifhebegros growne to thar paſle; ſo hands - 
ned in finne, that no-perſwafiens, no warnings, my | 
be gras. nc -worke upon him ; Iam perſwa- 
It were neitheruncharitable, norunpleaſingto 

Gol ys ey or a cor= | 
niſhment upon him, that hee: may: rao ons {a 1 
ws by6-I0es and may-returne and repent,and fo be | 
Vponcheſrapd the like grounds, Lſuppoſe El 
I ont 

| > mod 
choiſe to forthis kind ofjn of drought 
and: want of rainezratherthen any other. 
I illellyoumb thinks the reaſons may be: wE 
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+I, Becauſeit _ rap, eee a cotwin- 
cing,judgement.; if Z/zabſho e:brought: 

earthly ob ſala, as Sword or Peſt. 
Aence;&c. they would have imputed it preſently: to 
ſome — [oo one and-cauſes; _ this was 
2 heavenly aninviſiblejudgement; the ſtoppage of 
theclouds, the detainingiof Raine, and chokenins 
and fcorching of the Sunne 3; was ajudgement from 
heaven, and fuchas they muſt needes confeſſetobe 


2 Digitwe, the finger of God, not AHliquid humani, no 


handy worke of any mortall man. For this-wasthe 


| fallacy which the Scribes and Phariſces put u 


-eur Saviour eHath. 16.1. Whenthey had ſeene all 


: | themiraclesand wonders of Chriſt, how he cured 


the: ſicke, 8c. they conceited that theſe things 


4 mightbe done by light of hand, by Artof Magicke, 
2} by Beelzebub,orby Conjuration,8&c. —_ they) 
|} .Shew ws a ſrgne from heaven; andthen we will 8 


leeve. 
They knew thata Magician or a devill mightdoe 
much uponearth, burhe could doe nothing inhea- 
ven; 'therefore(ſay they) ſhrw ns 4 figne from Hea- 
wen;and we will belceve. So here topreventallmiſ- 
coneeites, | Elias yoyes and-procutes a-judgement 
from-heaven; and thata convincing a cutting judges 
ment; for yourmnſt know that. the people: at that 
time left off to worſhip: the true God,: and ifell to 
worſhip Baa, the Sunne, the Moone, and all the 
Hoaſt of Heaven; truſting vodoubt thattheſe-gods 
of theirs, -would by their influence ſomoyften and 
fatren theearth, thatthey ſbould not need:tobe be- 
holding to God for any raine :-now-{quoth-Z jab) 


| hereisajudgement totry: pun gods: withall, goe- 
wt 3 to 


w__ A'Summer SO mens 
v2that ye have ſerved, let them belpenow | 
_ xr, ifchey can doe anything, they ch 1 
ſhowre of rayne,. ifnar, doo ye ſerve theme. | 
 Efay it wang convincing .» Eljab did it on: | 
_— themſce the vileneſſe oftheir Idolg. | . 
what baſe, whar im - what unworthy | 
godrehoy ſerved; tharcould not helpe their-olyents. | 
w2xdroppe of rains. In like manner, whatſoever. | 
man makes his god, befidesthotrue one ;. Imeane, | 
puts hiseruſtin, for helpe in- time of neede; * © 
arlength ſodcecivehim,. and fo befoole him, th 
kee:ſhalkbee forced to confefſe, as theſe-5 + 
didinthe end 'F The Dord he is God, The Lord bee x, E 


"2." Beeauſe it was 2 juſtand a ring panihwem. | 


this people were guilry of ſpirituall barrene 
ER p 
waſol 


tharir not raine, — | 
Do oben thets foul tw . - 
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15 Og ry hn ethey url 
clire, by: ory ip; orgs, children, as David _ 


in d/o ” and «4donjab ; ſo they that firineih 
their lands : it is juſt with God to puniſh they in 


© their lands : So/omontels us, Prov. 51. 4: that the 


Flowing of ewicked mani ſine, That is range ; the 


husbandry andritlage of the ground is generally 
| 667 por wha ror ork the moſt inno- 


| | cent, themoſt dane eſogyin the world;and 


Toitisotitſelte ; and wee ſee, when a wicked 
in hand yrettewacmen gors10 Kh 


s | plow wich an iff minde, and an ilt conſcience, His 
F 3 very plowing addesto hisfianes. Andiris juſt with 
& 4 thrive accordingly, and become as bad and 9 bitr« 
renas the owner. of 


lawd doth Od nuke 


berren, for thewickedneſſt of rhews that dwell therels, 


3» Becauſe it wasa ſenſible,and a'palpable 
ment. As God Almighty'told Caine, Geng. 7: 
her ſhould be curſed foons the earth; Fe 


thde £/wv cared notes beeurſad ow Newvern 


tobe baniſhed fromehie preſence of God, ark! Jryy 
omt the 


| &dedfora Reprobmey but ro bee 


earth, > becati poland dy chirgs Chee thee Bei £ 
—_— the pers yg x | 
heart of ati vers fueli'is the 

on ofovery. man oftheearth(as Pavidrevtfievearth. 
ly minded mew) cheyp doenot vilienorcire & be 
curſe@fromheaven, to be excommuiiiearedorit'df 
the favour of: God;, andoutofthe b 


nication 


| 2s A Summer S0rman... 


aicationiſit be rightly carryed with a Clue nor e- 
#«te{astheSchoolkemenſpeake ) when there is no 
errour committed inthe uſe of. the keyes, is one of 
thegreatefipuniſhments under heaven,) But carnall 
menare not ſenfible ofthis, and therefore God yill 
puniſhchem in that whercin-they arc ſenſible, in 
their wives andchildren, intheircorne and cattell, 
&c.in ſuch things as are ncereſt and deareſt torhem: 
as when David lung his ſtone at: Go/i4h, if bee had 


ftrucke him uponany part of his-barnefſe, hee had 
never felt the blow, -but ſtriking him (as bee did) in 


the forehead, which was naked-and tender, that 
ſunke him preſently 5 ſoirtis with carnall men,; for 
fpicituall judgements,they are harneſſed, their hears 
arc hardned, their conſciencesare ſcared, they have 
(as the Apoſtle ſpeakes ) 75991 w9hd;,a horny hoofe 
(as it were) growne overtheir hearts, that: makes 
them infeatioal any ſpirituall blow that can light 
uponthem.. Therefore Almighty God, knowing in 
what part they lie naked, in what kinde they arc ten> 
derly affeed;” namely, intheiraffetiontoe 
things, .Qejkes them.there, plagues them in that, 
.and that finkesthem like -N4b4/, whoſe heart dyed 
within him likea ſtone. Asweſce in Zxodw, how 


Pharaoh and the Egyptians hardned their heart, and 
out ſtoodall the plaguesof Zgyps, till God plagued 


them intheir childres,..and that broke their hearts, 
So. beleeve it, .they that care not for (pirituall 
niſhments (for the lofle of Gods fayour, the Jofleof 
heaven, . the lofie and perill of their owne ſoules) 
Godwill6ndea time to pupiſhthem in that which 
they doe and ſhall care for, intheircorne, in their 
| hes ſubſtance, 
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ſubſtance, in that which is neereſt and deareſt to 


them: As he didtheſe x/#ac/ies here, becauſe they 
werenor ſenſible of the want of grace. God puniifht 
them with that would make them ſenſible, withthe 
want of raine z that when they had plowed and 
ſowne their land, and beſtowed-all their careand. 
coſt, allſhould bein yaine, for want of moiſture to 
refreſhthe earth. Theſe or the like reaſons ( I ſup- 
poſe) might moove E/1ab to pray and procure this 
kinde of judgement. 

By the way, ifany man defire to know the rea- 
ſon, 'why God is not thus marveilous in the Mini- 
ſters ofthe Goſpell, as hee was in E/i4h, and thoſe 
other Prophets ofthe Law ; why wee that are his 
Bvanpelicall Prophets cannot doe ſuch wonders in 
our dayes, as they didin theirs ? Anſwer, t | 
that ſame donum miraculorum, the pift of Miracles 


| beceaſedinthe Church, now thatthe Goſpell hath 


taken roote:as Husbandmen when they tranſplant a 
eree, at firſt,they ſet props and ſtayesto ſhore it up, 
butafterithath taken root,they take away the ſtaics 
and1et it grow by the ordinary influence ofthe hea. 
vens;)I ſay though the gift of working wonders be 
ceaſed,yet miracles & wonders in another kind nc 
verceaſe,but are wrought daily by the Preachers of 
the Goſpell. For you muſt know that the miracles 
underthe Goſpell are ofa differing nature from the 
miracles under the Law - thoſe were ocaleria mira 
cula (as I may fitly callthem ) eye-wiratles, that 
were viſible and outwardly apparefit to be ſeene 
but theſe are Anricularia miracula, rEares miracles, 
ſecret and inviſible, wrought in the heart —_— 
= O 
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Wordand Spirit of God, entring inat the care, and 

2oing downe into the ſoule. Though wee cannot 

command, or.forbid the raine to water the carth,as 

Xlish did; ifwe can water and mollifie the earthen 

hearts of men with the ſupernaturall raine of hea- 

venly Dod@rine, and make a dry and barren ſoule 

beare fruit to God ; is notthis as great 4 wonderas 

the other ? Though we cannot cauſe nor commang 
the thunder (as Samet did )to terrific the people for 

their finnes 5 yet God hath his Boanerges, his ſons 
ofthunder nal, that by ratling from heaven the ter. 
rible judgements of God againſt ſinne and fi 

are able to makethe ſtouteſt and the proudeſt heart 
upon carth,cven tremble and quake, and fall downe 
beforethe preſence of God ; and is not this as great 
amiracleasthat of Semueci, to bring an unhumbled 
finner upon his knees, and make glad to cry God 
mercytor his fiiges 2 Ina werd, though we can- 
notcaft out devils out of mens bod'es, as the diſci-. 


ples of Chriſt could doe; it wee can caſt the devill 


out of mens ſoules, by the powerfull Goſpell of Ie- 


ſus Chriſt ; is it not as greata wonder? Belecyc it 


brethren, the converſion of afinner to God, and 
bzinging of a ſoule to heaven, is abſoknely with-. 
out compariſon the greateſt miracle, the greateſt 


wonder-inthe world. And theſebe the miracles - 
wherewith it pleaſeth God to grace the Miniſters - 


ofthe Goſpell; therefore ye obſerve, that the Col- 


le&for Miniſters, runs thus, 4/mighty God which only. 


workeſft great marvels, &rc, When aſoulcis ficke to 

the death, with a ſurfeit of finne,is recovered and re- 

vived againe by that ſame healcbfull ſpirit of 8race, 
| | - Whic 
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which God together with his Word doth breathe 
into the ſoule,ic is ſogreat a marvell, ſo rare a won- 
der,that the Angels of heaven rejoyce to ſee it. 

I have held you over-long in the former part of 
Eliahs prayer,which brought the judgement : heare 
now ina word ortwo, the Reverſing of the judge- 
ment, and I havedone. [' 4»d hee prayed ageine,and 
the heavens gave raine,and the earth brought forth her 


frait.] It well becomes the Prophets of God to be 


mercifull ; Good £1:iab had not the heart to hold 
—_—_— too long under a judgement, when hee 
ſaw he had done enoughto humble them, he defires 
God torevyerſethe judgement. As it is obſerved of 
the good Angels in the old and new Teſtament, 
whenthey appeared to any, cither man.or woman z 
their method and manner was this, Primo ferret, 
acinde I &ificant , they firſt terrified them, and pur 
them into feare, then preſently comforted them, 
and putthem out of feare. Thus did £1iah with 
this people; thus did Hoſes with Pharaoh, that 
good man had not the heart tohold wicked Pharaoh 
alway under a judgement, but upon the leaſt en- 
treaty made ſuite to God toreverſe it, So dealt the 
Prophet with Teroboa »,1 Reg.13.6. when hee had 
ſmirten him with a judgement, and had him atthe 
advantage, that his hand was witiered, /eroboam 
was$glad to ſubmit and ſay, /nir2ate now the face of 
the Lord thy God, and pray for me, that my hand may * 
be reftored me : The manof God had not the heart 
to deny him, butimmediately, beſoughtthe Lord, 
andthe Kings hand was reſtored, and became asit 
was before, When a judgement comes, then Pro: 

| K 2 phet: 
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phets ar6 in ſeaſon. 4Hbrabamis better thana King 
inthis caſc,Ger.20. 7. Reſtore the man his owne, far 
he is a Prophet, aud bee (hall pray for thee; and yer, 
17. Abrahars prayed 8nto God, and God healed Abi- 
melech,& c. Goe tomy ſervant T0b (ſaith God to his. 
friends, 1b 42.8.) ad my ſervant 0b ſhall pray for. 
you, for him will 1 accept. So AF. 8.24. When Peter. 
had denounced acurſe on Simon Magus, he wasglad 
tocrouch and cry unto him, 04 pray yee to the Lord- 
for me, that noxe of theſe things which ye have ſpoken 
come upon.mee. Thus yee ſeethat judgements and : 
P will bring Prophets into requeſt: mencom-. 
monly dcale with their Miniſters, as boyes doe by 
Walnut«trees, and other fruit-trees, in faire weas» 
ther throw-cudgels at us, in foule runne to us for : 
helter. Inthe daycs of peace and proſperity wee 
are paſt over as ſuperfluous creatures, of whom : 
there is lictle uſe, and leſſe neede + but when the - 
wrath of God fals on the naked foule,when the con.. 
ſcience is wounded within, and body pained with- 
out, then the Miniſter is thought on. I ſay no more, 
if youdelire their prayers,and that Go.iſhould heare + 
them praying for you in your-extremity, doe not- 
flightthem, doe got wrong them in proſperity.Re* 
member how Ahab and all rect were gladtobebe. 
holden to Eliabto reverſe their judgement; and you 
do not know how ſoenethe caſe may be your owne: - 
«therefore as youlove your ſoules, love thoſe that 
have charge of them. 

And he prayed againe,cncr When Tlooks into the 
Story, 1 Reg.18. Icanfinde no dired prayer that 
Ekoh made for raine. But I finde there a twofold 


prayer 
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praycr that he made. 1. A vertuall. 2. A formall. 


raYero | ; | | \ 
R - A Vertuall prayer, notforraine, but fortheir 
converſion. 0b Lord, ( faith Zliah) bring backe, ov - 
bring home the heart of this people unto thee ; wverſc73, 
and this includes all other prayers thatcan wa 


A prayer for converfion isa prayer for every thing, . 


' Fer,31.18. When Ephraim prayes for:converfion, 


Turne thou me, and I fhall be turned: (ſaith God) 
1 mill ſurely have mercy upon him grc.. Suchis the - 
goadnefle of God, that he will with-hold no good 
thing, (be itraine, be ir plenty, beit any thing that 
isgood for them-) from them-that are converted, 
and brought home by true repentance to hims - 
Therefore if thouſtandeſt in need of any temporall - 
mercy, pray firſt for converſton,and all other good 
things ſhall be ſuper-added and © throwne inunto 
thee, orif thouprayc for any child; or forany 
friend to doc him good indecd, pray for his conyer- 
fion, and thou prayeſt for every thing, that one. 
rayer iS inſtar omnium, inſtced of all the refl. If he 
bh ian ill way,defixe Ged to bring him backe, and + 
for future things takeno care. 
2. A formallprayer, when he faw that the peo- 
ple weretruely humbled, and that their hearts were 
indeed brought home to God, infomuch that they - 
cryed out, withan reyes The Lord heew © 
God,the Lord hes Goa, them be buckles hishead be- 
tweene his knees ( to ſhew the humble proſtration - 
of his ſoule) and fals a praying to God for raine. - 
After humiliation any prayer comes inſcaſon, Eſay 
I. Waſhye, make ye cleane, pnt away the evill of your ' 
2 + ay _.. 7 
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doings, &c. And now come (faith God) and wee wif 
reaſen togetber,now let us parle,now let us confeſſe, 


now. pray and I will heare you. 1s4.10. 17. When 
the Ifoatlies put away their ſtrange gods,and turned 
themſelves to the true God by ſincere repentanes 
and reformation ;. the Text ſaith, His ſoule was grie. 
wed for theawifery of 1ſpacl : thus the- onely way tg 
caſe our owne ſoules ofgriefe, or to be rid of any 
grievous judgement, is to zrieve rhe ſoule of God, tha 
1s, to humble our ſelves. bcfore him, to pray and 
ſeeke his face, and to turne from our wicked wayes} 
and God will be cen grieved with himſclfe that ex 
ver he puniſhed, plagued, and put usto gricfe ; and 
he will returne (as he ſaith ) and have mercy on ug 
and will dous good after he hath done us hart. Here 
chen(in a word) is the ready way to prevaile with 
God, cither for raine, or for faire weather, or fora« 
ny temporallblefſing whatſocver, to doc as Elia 
did, buckle our very heads betweene our knees, | 
meane, profrate our ſelves beforethe face of God, 
inthe kumbleſt,in the lowlicſt, in the moſt dejeed 
manner that we can device, and if any meanes un= 
der heaven will fetch downe mercy trom heaven 
that will doe it. -£ liah prayed againe, andthe heavens 
gave raine, and the earth brought forth her fruit.Now! 
to God the Father,God Sang God the Ho# 
ly Ghoſt,beaſcribed and given, all honour and glo-! 
be done and performed all ſervice and duty,from! 
5time forth tor evermore, u&4men, 4 
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